
A collaborative approach to preparing for and 
reacting to EAB: A Colorado example 







2002 Drought 2013 Flood 
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Lilac / ash borer Ash bark beetle  Cytospora canker 





Interagency Collaboration 







34.188 

69.049 

58.269 
6.183 

3.968 

33.365 
21.712 

351 

18.584 
47.417 

125.028 

21.983 

34.144 

29.519 

973 

2.241 

3.554 

11.022 

22.653 

2.148 

333.769 

22.889 

33.453 

100.913 

38.938 

3.353 

78.778 

170.628 

97.360 

0 500.000 1.000.000 1.500.000 2.000.000 2.500.000 3.000.000 

Wheat Ridge 

Westminster 

Thornton 

Superior 

Sheridan 

Parker 

Northglenn 

Mountain View 

Louisville 

Littleton 

Lakewood 

Lafayette 

Greenwood Village 

Golden 

Glendale 

Foxfield 

Federal Heights 

Erie 

Englewood 

Edgewater 

Denver 

Commerce City 

Cherry Hills Village 

Centennial 

Broomfield 

Bow Mar 

Boulder 

Aurora 

Arvada 

# Non-Ash Trees 

# Ash Trees 

Total Estimated 
 Ash Tree Population For 

Metro Denver is 
 1.4 Million Trees 

Number of Trees 



Colorado’s EAB Response 







Boulder EAB Strategy 
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• Digital Outreach 
(Apps/Websites): 
 EABBoulder.org 
 ResilientTogether.org 
 CH 8 Videos 

• News Releases 

• Open Houses / Farmers 
Markets  

• Homeowners Association 
and neighborhood groups 

• Community newsletter 

• Beer coasters (Boulder 
County) 

• “Kiss My Ash” t-shirts 

• Youth outreach 
 Schools 
 Tree Plantings 



• Total annual Boulder Forestry Budget = 
$1.2 M 

 

• Total appraised value of public trees 
under Forestry jurisdiction ~ $110 
million 

 

• Increase to Budget for EAB = $5.25 
million over 14 years (2015 – 2028) 

 

• Staffing – from 4 to 7 FTE’s 

 

 



Inventory:  
$3.20/tree = $160,000 total 

 
Planting:  
Annual cost to plant 500 trees = $175,000 ($350/tree) 
Tank Watering of new trees  =$20,000/year 
 
Tree Removals:  
Estimated cost for 4,500 untreated public ash = $1.8 million 
($400/tree) 
 
Pesticide Applications:  
Treat 25% of public ash on 3 year rotation;  annual cost $50,000 
(~$4.50/inch) 
 
Wood Utilization / Disposal: 
$30,000 for 2015 / 2016 
$100,000  for 2017 / 2018 

 
Loss of UTC services – ash comprises 25% UTC in Boulder 

 
Deferred Maintenance 



Planting 
Cost to plant 1 tree $35 - $500 
 
Tree Removals 
Cost ranges $350 - $4,000 depending 
upon size and location 
 
Pesticide Applications 
Emamectin benzoate:  
$8-$10/diameter inch; 10” diameter 
tree = $80 - $100  
TreeAzin: 
$10-$12/diameter inch 
 

Residence with 2 dead ash trees 
in the backyard that will likely 

require a crane removal. 



• Difficulties finding available contractors  
• Costs increasing 
• Cities competing against others for services 
• Why are prices increasing?  

• Increased demand for services 
• Labor shortages 
• Increased risk  
• Dead ash dulls chainsaws / chipper knives 
• Quarantine restrictions 

• Regional approach to contracting…? 
 
 

 



 

Need to look at all your 
programs through EAB Glasses 







Denver Outreach and Planning 



• Denver has not yet detected EAB 

• Took a Road Trip to educate city 
council and upper management 

• Proactive planning! 

 

• Updated public tree inventory 
• Approximately 28,700 public ash 

• Estimated 268,000 private ash 

 

• Result - $2.9M annual expansion in 
2016 and beyond 
• $1M for proactive planting (3,800 trees/year 

for 10 years) 

• $1M for treatment program (treat 30% or 
9,000 public ash)  

• $650,000 for 10 new forestry staff 

• $200K outreach education 

 



www.BeaSmartAsh.org 















The “Smart Ash” superhero! 

1st Grade “Ashvocates” 
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Kathleen Alexander, City Forester: 
303-441-3406 

AlexanderK@bouldercolorado.gov 
www.EABBoulder.org 

 
https://BeASmartAsh.org 
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